                         Let the Clips Fall Where They May!
                                               “Grasscycling!”
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Here is a great tip for summer lawn care, now that you are all busy mowing.  Instead of bagging or raking into the street, leave your grass clippings on the lawn.  Grass clippings provide nitrogen to put back into the soil naturally, and save you the cost and effort of adding fertilizer.
By adding this practice to your lawn-care repertoire, you will also be helping the environment.   When grass clippings end up in the street, they are picked up by storm water runoff and carried from the storm drain into the nearest stream or lake, where they add excess nitrogen which causes the algae to explode, becoming harmful algal blooms.  When the algae decompose, they use up all of the available oxygen, creating a “Dead Zone,” where no creatures can live.  

We also dump over four million tons of grass clippings and other yard waste into landfills annually. The collection and disposal cost is about $100.00 per ton, so keeping grass clippings on the lawn is both environmentally, and economically, a sound idea.
Grass clippings are a valuable organic product, which can add vigor and durability to your lawn.  Clippings left on the lawn recycle nutrients, saving you about 25% of your annual fertilizer costs.  Every garbage bag full of grass clippings contains up to ¼ lb. of useable nitrogen, a valuable soil nutrient.  You can avoid or eliminate the use of fertilizers and other lawn chemicals by allowing soil organisms to return these nutrients to the soil.  You should also have your soil tested to see what other nutrients you may need, and in what amounts.  This will keep you from over-fertilizing, save you money, and will also protect our [image: image2.jpg]


valuable water supply.
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Grasscycling is an uncomplicated, affordable, lawn care practice.  Mow your grass when it is dry and keep it 3-4 inches high.  This method puts more nutrients into the roots, allowing your lawn to have a larger and deeper root system, which will protect it against weeds and droughts.  Always keep mower blades sharp.  By mid-summer, mower blades have become dull and this causes stress to the lawn.  Sharp mower blades equal happy grass blades.   A sharp blade and frequent mowing will produce finer clippings that will decompose quickly.  If you have problems using your mower without the bagger, call your dealer for assistance.  

You can reduce your mowing time by 25-30% by leaving clippings on the lawn.  You will also eliminate raking, emptying mower bags, trips to the curb, and purchasing lawn trash bags.  You don’t have to worry about an unsightly appearance, because frequent mowing or using a mulching mower produces short clippings which disappear rapidly, since the mowed blades of grass are recut and forced down into the base of the lawn.  Grass clippings usually disappear completely in less than a month, depending on temperature and moisture conditions.  

So the next time you mow, do yourself, your lawn, and the whole environment a favor by leaving your clippings where they fall.  Don’t worry that they will be unsightly because they decompose rapidly and disappear quickly.  For more healthy lawn and landscaping tips, call Summit SWCD at 330-926-2452, or go to 
http://sswcd.summitoh.net. 
